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dowed as it is with influence and power, would quietly stand by and
witness the perpetration of the direst crime that ever stained the
pages of history, and thus become participators in the sin.9
Nine days before Gladstone spoke thus, the policy of supporting
Belgian neutrality had been urged in the House of Commons by
Disraeli. What he, however, emphasized was the historic British
interest. Of the original treaty he observed that 'the most distin-
guished members of the Liberal party negotiated and advised their
Sovereign to ratify it amid the sympathetic applause of all enlightened
Englishmen*. They had been 'influenced in the course they took
by the traditions of English policy. They negotiated the treaty for
the general advantage of Europe, but with a clear appreciation of
the importance of its provisions to England* It had always been
held by the Government of this country that it was for the interest
of England that the countries on the European coast extending from
Dunkirk and Ostend to the islands of the North Sea should be
possessed by free and flourishing communities, practising the arts
of peace, enjoying the rights of liberty, and following those pursuits
of commerce which tend to the civilization of man, and should not
be in the possession of a great military Power, one of the principles
of whose existence necessarily must be to aim at a preponderating
influence in Europe' (Hansard, m, cciii. 1289),
Having, a« they had, these utterances before them, it is remarkable
that the majority of the 1914 cabinet were so slow to take the view
which most of them eventually took regarding the importance of the
Belgian issue* Gladstone's arguments (c) and (d) had each more and
not to application in 1914 than in 1870; and Disraeli's perennial
principle had only increased its validity since the advent of long-range
artillery, joknot warships, aeroplanes, and submarines. The fact
seems to be that the members of the cabinet were too busy wrangling
about the Ententes to spare much time to think about Belgium.
(Such, at least, is Lord Morley's account: Memorandum on Resignation^
;j») It was not till 3 August—when, following the German ultimatum
of the previous day, the king of the Belgians addressed a personal
appeal to King George—that opinion both in the cabinet and in the
country swung right round on this issue. The main motive iu the
revulsion, perhaps, was not any clearer perception of Gladstone's and
Disraeli's arguments, but the stripping of a veil off the character of
Germany. For years past the liberals (latterly much fortified by the
iUtrwiive personality of Lichnowsky) had been making it an article of
party faith that militarist Germany was not so black as it was painted.
Now in a flash it seemed to them self-revealed as much blacken

